A Easter 4 “Jesusls My Shepherd”
13 April 2008 Psalm 23

Heisrisen! Heisrisenindeed! Alleluial Andtherisen, living Lord isour Good Shepherd. This
is Good Shepherd Sunday. Our text is the Shepherd Psalm, Psalm 23.

My little car, my 20 year old Toyota Corollaisrunning fine, thank you very much! Theradio has
issues. It predates CD’s, so | don’t have a CD player. The tape player ate so many tapes that it no
longer works. The FM part of theradio doesn’t work. Andthe AM part of the radio isstuck on one
station. Soif I’'m driving in the morning | get to Tony Kornheiser, and Glen Beck in the afternoon.
I’ m sure some of you agree with Glen Beck and some of you disagreewith him. Heis convinced that
we are on the cusp of atotal economic collapse. It'scoming andit’s coming soon. Our investments
will evaporate, our money will be worthless. So he’s suggesting you liquidate all your assets and
stockpilethe stuff youwon'’t ableto buy when money becomesworthless—food, shoes, winter coats,
fire wood and so on. That kind of stuff will provide you security when the crash comes.

King David lived almost 3,000 years ago, and he lived through some pretty turbulent times. For
most of his reign as King he was beset by enemies “both foreign and domestic”. King David
weathered all those storms because he found his security in God. He articulated that faith in what
has become one of the most beloved passages of Scripture, the 23" Psam:

'The LORD is my shepherd;
| shall not be in want.
’He makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
*He revives my soul
and guides me along right pathways for his name's sake.
“Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
°Y ou spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me;
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
®Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the L ORD forever.

King David saw his God as a Shepherd, agood Shepherd who provides him everything he needs,
and so there was no need to be frightened or anxious as he faced the future.

King David believed in aGood Shepherd who provides green pastures. | understand that to mean
all of the physical necessities we need to keep body and soul together: food and clothing, shelter,
family and friends. Peoplewho protect us. Peoplewho take care of us. Everything | need to survive
and thrive in theworld.

Jesusisour Good Shepherd and tellsus not be anxious about what we will eat, what we will wear
for God will supply all our need:

L ook at thebirdsof theair; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yetfyour
heavenly Father feedsthem. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you
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by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about
clothing? Consider the lilies of thefield, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet
| tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. If God so
clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the
oven, will he not much more clotheyou. Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we
eat? or ‘What will wedrink? or ‘What will wewear? ...your Heavenly Father knows
you need all these things.

King David believed in a Good Shepherd who guided him to still waters and restores his soul.
God offersus peace and tranquility in the midst of all the turmoil of life. God can give uswholeness
of spirit, a sense that my life makes sense even when all my roles and responsibilities tug mein a
hundred different directions. “Cometome”, Jesussays, “all youwho labor and carry heavy burdens,
and | will give you rest. | will be your rest.” Jesusisour Sabbath, our rest from the turmoil of life
and the assaults of the Evil One. Jesus, by his dying in our place, gives us rest from the burden of
our sins.

King David believed in a Good Shepherd who would guide him in the paths of righteousness.
For me that phrase points to the need deeply rooted in every human heart to be in touch with
something transcendent, something “out there”, something bigger than ourselves. Has there ever
been a human society anywhere that did not create and practice some kind of religion, sought some
way to beintouch with theDivine? Today even people who say they have no religiousimpul se seek
some issue, some cause that gets them outside of self-interest be it saving the whales or rebuilding
New Orleansor just being part of a*“club scene” week afer week. We all have aneed to be in touch
with something bigger than ourselves.

“I amthe Way, the Truth and the Life", says Jesus. The Way back to God who isthe Creator and
bigger than lifeitself. TheTtruth about what thisisall about and what ismy placeinit. TheLifethat
has no end for Jesus opens the door to relationship with God.

King David believed in a Good Shepherd of whom he could say “though | walk through thevalley
of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort
me.

We all walk in the shadow of death. Few of us maintain the illusion that we are invincible,
immortal. We exercise care and caution as we go about our day to day routines because we know
life can be taken from usin asecond. Most of the families in this congregation are wrestling with
significant health issues— either you or someone who is near and dear to you. If no one closeto you
is struggling with a significant health problem, count yourself blessed — you are in a small group
indeed!

Our children areat risk. Just two weeks ago ayoung man was murdered at Parkdale high school.
That’ sinour neighborhood. Andthe suspected perpetratorslivejust afew blocksfromhere. Parents
are rightfully concerned and frightened for their children.

We walk in the shadow of death, but do not loose heart, for Christ is with us. “l am with you
always’, Jesus said. In every circumstance of life, in every adversity we face, Christ is with us.
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“l am convinced,” St. Paul wrote to the Romans, “that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else
inall creation, will be able to separate usfrom the love of God in X Jesusour Lord.” And if nothing
can separate us from God'slovein Christ, then there is nothing that we need fear about the future.

King David believed in a Good Shepherd who sets a table for him even in the presence of
enemies, and at that Divine banquet, the L ord anoints his head with oil fills his cup to overflowing
and fills his life with goodness and mercy. It’s interesting how in the middle of this most beloved
Psalm David switched his metaphorsfrom “God is a shepherd and | am hiswell cared-for sheep” to
“God throws a lavish banquet and | am his honored guest.” The metaphor may be mixed but the
pointisclear: God clamsme and affirms me even when | am surround by people who may not like
me, who may be out to get me or do mein. | may not be popular —but God still claims meashis own
and fills my cup to overflowing with goodness and mercy.

| am Jesus’ little lamb. He claimed me right there at the baptismal font. In front of a whole
crowd of people —some of whom thought | was cute and adorable and some of whom thought | was
that cranky Hedt baby — in front of a whole crowd of people Jesus claimed me and named me and
becamemy shepherd. My Good Shepherd. My cup of blessing has been filled to overflowing many
timesover. And whilelife has had it bumps, | know that God’s goodness and mercy have always
been part of my story. The Good Shepherd claims and names you, too!

King David believe that he had a place in God’ s house forever. “In my Father’s house there are
many rooms,” Jesus says, “and | go to prepare a place for you.” Our Good Shepherd promises to
come back for us, to find uswherever we may be, evenif it isin the clutches of death — hewill find
us and take us to that place where we will dwell with God forever.

We cannot know what the future holds. It may be peace and prosperity. It may be more violence
and destruction and warfare. There may be aglobal economic collapse. | may face good days and
bad days, health or sickness.

No matter. You and | can facethe futre with confidence and hope. Jesusisour Shepherd. Jesus
is a Good Shepherd who is awayswith us. We have everything we need.

Heisrisen! Heisrisen indeed! Allduial



