Fifth Sunday After Epiphany
February 8, 2026

Ascension Lutheran Church
Landover Hills, Maryland

Church Phone: 301-577-0500
www.alutheranchurch.com



http://www.alutheranchurch.com/




Welcome and Notices

Prelude Beach Spring

setting by David Lasky

(Stand)
Confession & Forgiveness
P: In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the
power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for
us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, |
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father, and of the & Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.



Gathering Hymn “The Lord Is My Light”

TFF 61 Text: Psalm 27; adapt. Lillian Bouknight; © 1980 Savgos Music, admin. Malaco Music
Music: Lillian Bouknight; arr. Paul Gainer: © 1980 Savgos Music, admin. Malaco Music
Reprinted with permission under ONELICENSE A-722315. All rights reserved.
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light and my sal - va - tion; whom shall I fear?
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he shall hide me; whom shall T fear?
Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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Canticle of Praise ELW p.139

Refrain
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

1 Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain

2 Power, riches, wisdom and strength,
and honor, blessing, and glory are his. Refrain

3 Sing with all the people of God,
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain

4 For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Refrain

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who
call upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do,
and gicve us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

(Sit)
First Reading: Isaiah 58:3-9a

R: A reading from Isaiah.

3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see?
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day
and oppress all your workers.
*You fast only to quarrel and to fight
6



and to strike with a wicked fist.
Such fasting as you do today
will not make your voice heard on high.
> Is such the fast that I choose,
a day to humble oneself?
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?
Will you call this a fast,
a day acceptable to the Lord?
®Is not this the fast that I choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the straps of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?
’Is it not to share your bread with the hungry
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them
and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you,
the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.
? Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.’
If you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,

b

R: This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 112:1-9
Read Responsively

! Praise the Lord!

Happy are those who fear the Lord,

who greatly delight in his commandments.
2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land;

the generation of the upright will be blessed.
3 Wealth and riches are in their houses,

and their righteousness endures forever.
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4 They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright;
they are gracious, merciful, and righteous.
3Tt is well with those who deal generously and lend,
who conduct their affairs with justice.
¢ For the righteous will never be moved;
they will be remembered forever.
" They are not afraid of evil tidings;
their hearts are firm, secure in the Lord.
8 Their hearts are steady; they will not be afraid;
in the end they will look in triumph on their foes.
° They have distributed freely; they have given to the poor;
their righteousness endures forever;
their horn is exalted in honor.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 2:1-12
R: A reading from 1 Corinthians.

2 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come
proclaiming the testimony of God to you with superior speech or
wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus
Christ and him crucified. * And I came to you in weakness and in
fear and in much trembling. * My speech and my proclamation
were made not with persuasive words of wisdom but with a
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, ° so that your faith might
rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God.

%Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a
wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are being
destroyed. " But we speak God’s wisdom, a hidden mystery, which
God decreed before the ages for our glory ® and which none of the
rulers of this age understood, for if they had, they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory. ° But, as it is written,

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,

nor the human heart conceived,
what God has prepared for those who love him”—
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19God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches
everything, even the depths of God. ! For what human knows what
is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no
one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of

God. > Now we have received not the spirit of the world but the
Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts
bestowed on us by God.

R: This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Stand)
Gospel Acclamation
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The Gospel Matthew 5:13-20

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

13¢You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste,
how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for
anything but is thrown out and trampled under foot.

14<You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot
be hid. '* People do not light a lamp and put it under the
bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it
gives light to all in the house. !¢ In the same way, let your
light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father in heaven.



17¢“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. '* For truly
I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter,
not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is
accomplished. !° Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least
of these commandments and teaches others to do the same
will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever
does them and teaches them will be called great in the
kingdom of heaven.*For 1 tell you, unless your
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you
will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Sit)
Sermon

(Stand)
Hymn of the Day “This Little Light of Mine”

ELW 677 Text and Tune: African American spiritual; Public Domain

1 This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

2 Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

3 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
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Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and
became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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(Kneel/Sit)

Prayers “Jesus, Remember Me”
ELW 616 Text: Luke 23:42; Taizé Community; © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA
Publications, Inc. Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994:

© 1981 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications, Inc.

Reprinted with permission under ONELICENSE A-722315. All rights reserved.

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.

A: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all people according to their needs.

(After each portion of the prayers:)
A: Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

(The prayers conclude:)

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, the Word made flesh
and the Light of the world.

Amen.

(Stand)
The Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

All may greet one another with a word of peace:
“Peace be with you” ... “God bless you” ... “God loves you”...

The Gathering of Gifts

Any tithes or offerings may be placed into the offering plate by the entrance to the
Sanctuary at the beginning or the end of service. For those who are worshiping
with us via live-stream, please consider mailing your offering to the Church office
or giving online through our website.
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(Stand)
The Offering Hymn “Create in Me a Clean Heart”

ELW 186 Text: Public Domain
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923:
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License No. SB145702
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your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it.

T he Offering Prayer
Let us pray.

P: Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came
among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have
blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With
the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy
at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Preface

P: Itisindeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of
a a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the
Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son, and in the miracle
of water turned into wine he revealed your glory. And so, with
all the choirs of angels and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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The Eucharistic Prayer

P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the
world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give
you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your
holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

P: Inthe night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. For as
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often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P:

P:

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving
passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and
the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord
God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you
mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your
Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your
own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the
body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing
and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed
to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all
your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and
glory in your holy church, now and forever.

Amen, amen, amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

P:

Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.
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(Sit)

Communion Distribution

Lutherans believe that in Holy Communion we are offered the Body and Blood of
Christ for the forgiveness of our sins. Baptized and Communicant members of all
Christian denominations who share this belief with us are welcome to come
forward to receive Holy Communion. Others, including children, may come
forward to receive a blessing.

Communion Hymns “Lamb of God”
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Communion Hymn 1
“Some Glad Morning When This Life is O'er”

TFF 176 Text and Tune: Albert E. Brumley; © 1932, 1980 Albert E. Brumley, admin.
Integrated Copyright Group
Reprinted with permission under ONELICENSE A-722315. All rights reserved.

1 Some glad morning when this life is o'er
I'll fly away
To a home on God’s celestial shore
I'll fly away (I'll fly away)

Chorus

I'll fly away, oh glory

I'll fly away (In the morning)
When I die, Hallelujah, by and by
I'll fly away (I'll fly away)



2 When the shadows of this life have gone
I'll fly away
Like a bird from prison bars has flown
I'll fly away (I'll fly away) Chorus

3 Just a few more weary days and then
I'll fly away
To a land where joy shall never end
I'll fly away (I'll fly away) Chorus

Communion Hymn 2

“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service ”

ELW 712 Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984; © Oxford University Press

Music: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hymns, 1985: © 1985
Augsburg Fortress

Reprinted with permission under ONELICENSE A-722315. All rights reserved.

1 Lord, whose love in humble service
bore the weight of human need,
who upon the cross, forsaken,
worked your mercy's perfect deed:
we, your servants, bring the worship
not of voice alone, but heart;
consecrating to your purpose
ev'ry gift which you impart.

2 Still your children wander homeless;
still the hungry cry for bread;
still the captives long for freedom;
still in grief we mourn our dead.
As you, Lord, in deep compassion
healed the sick and freed the soul,
by your Spirit send your power
to our world to make it whole.

3 As we worship, grant us vision,
till your love's revealing light
in its height and depth and greatness
dawns upon our quickened sight,
making known the needs and burdens
your compassion bids us bear,
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stirring us to ardent service,
your abundant life to share.

4 Called by worship to your service,
forth in your dear name we go,
to the child, the youth, the aged,
love in living deeds to show;
hope and health, good will and comfort,
counsel, aid and peace we give,
that your servants, Lord, in freedom
may your mercy know and live.

(Stand)

Post Communion Blessing

P: May this, the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, strengthen you, keeping you steadfast in your faith for
life everlasting.

Amen.

Post Communion “May the God of All Healing”
ELW 220 Text: Augsburg Fortress; © 2002 Augsburg Fortress

Music: Jayne Southwick Cool, b. 1947: © 2003 Augsburg Fortress

eprinted with permission under ONELICENSE A-722315. All rights reserved.
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fill us with peace, and lead us to whole-ness and  strength.

Post Communion Prayer
A: Let us pray.

A: Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in
this meal we have feasted on your grace. May your Word take
flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your
glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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Benediction
P: Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God!

P: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine
upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord look upon you with
favor and give you peace.

Amen.

Closing Hymn “We Are Marching in the Light ”
ELW 866 Text: South African traditional; Freedom Is Coming, 1984, tr.; © 1984 Utryck,
admin. Walton Music Corp. Music: South African traditional; Freedom Is Coming, arr.:

© 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.
Reprinted with permission under ONELICENSE A-722315. All rights reserved.

1 We are marching in the light of God,
we are marching in the light of God.
We are marching in the light of God,
we are marching in the light of God.

We are marching, (marching, we are marching,
marching,)

we are marching in the light of God.

We are marching, (marching, we are marching,
marching,)

we are marching in the light of God.

2 Wearedancing...
3 We are praying ...
4 We are singing . ..

Sending

A: Go in peace and serve the Lord
Thanks be to God!

Postlude This Little Light of Mine

arr. Bradley Sowash
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SERVING US IN WORSHIP

Pastor Rev. Chris Agne

Assistant Morris Hymes, Jr.

Musician Ben Harris

Reader Annette Singletary

Greeters Barbara & David Thom

Altar Guild Cheryl Townsend, Carolyn Plue,
Mary Tipton, Bose Osho

Ushers Calvin Lee, Ronnie Townsend, Cris Bonner

Counters Andy House, Adam Kampia,
Dwight Mitchell
Acknowledgments

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the New
Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Music used in worship, if not
in “Public Domain” or otherwise noted, is covered by one or more of the
following copyright or streaming licenses:

e Church Copyright License® 11211681 Size B

e Christian Copyright Solutions PerformMusic license 14997

e Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB145702

e Onelicense A-722315

Sunday @6

To the Homebound and Sick, we invite you to participate in Sunday @ 6,
a weekly worship call. We have prayer, Scripture, a devotion and music.
We invite, welcome and encourage you to join us in Christian fellowship
every Sunday at 6:00 p.m. The call is toll-free:(267) 807-9601; Enter
this code:773-431-475# For further information, call Dolores Prather
(301) 459-7163 or Mary Tipton 301-257-7585!
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i Birthdays & Anniversaries This Week
Eric Belkengren, Yolanda Hamzaoui,

I

75th Church Anniversary
For our 75th church anniversary, we are creating a special
montage of photos to share at our celebration.

We need your help to fill it with cherished moments from our
history! Please send digital copies of your favorite photos to Andy
House at awhousel 6@gmail.com by February 1, 2026.

Let's remember God's goodness and faithfulness together!

21


mailto:awhouse16@gmail.com

Prayer Requests
Please contact Pastor Chris for changes.
pastor(@alutheranchurch.com,

Please put your prayer requests in the Prayer Diary at the rear of
the Sanctuary so we can add your need to our prayers.

Healing

Sharon Agne Joan Prather
Olivia Powell Rob Garrett
Dolores Prather Ernestine Hayes
Helen Riley Herman McNeil
Calvin Lee Susie Nilsson
Zachary Plue Helen Bell
Joyce Bailey

Kent & Walt Nilsson

Passing

Jannie Goldston Ludie Sims
Jenny DeMaio Alice Gaither
Tami Smith Randolph Alice McNeil
Homebound

John DellaGatta Lois Flemming
Olivia Powell Arthur & Mildred Smith
Helen Riley
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Ascension Weekly

Ascension Lutheran Church
7415 Buchanan Street
Landover Hills, MD 20784
Phone: 301-577-0500

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
Email: office@alutheranchurch.com
www.alutheranchurch.com

Fax: 301-577-9558

Information & Notices

February 8, 2026

Services
Divine Worship
Sunday at 9:00 am

Holy Communion is celebrated
in most services.

Holy Baptism
Arrangements for Baptism can
be made through the Church
Office.

Weddings
Weddings for active Ascension

members are arranged through
the Church Office.
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Please Note

Adult Bible Study: Bible study
meets on Sundays after worship, at
10:30 am.

Staff:
Rev. Chris Agne........... Pastor
Gwen Neal........... Office Mgr.

Ben Harris......Parish Musician

Office open Mon-Fri., 8-4:30
Closed Holidays

Please allow us to share Church
News with you via email. Send
your email address to the Church
Office at
office@alutheranchurch.com
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This Week at Ascension

Sunday, Sunday, February 8 Epiphany V
9:00 am Worship
10:30 am Choir Rehearsal
12:00 pm Lamb of God Worship Service
6:00 pm Sunday @ 6
Tuesday, February 10

Newsletter Submission Deadline

Wednesday, February 11

12:00 pm Bible Study
Sunday, February 15 Transfiguration
9:00 am Worship
10:30 am Bible Study
10:30 am Valentines Sunday School
Love Like Jesus
12:00 pm Lamb of God Worship Service
6:00 pm Sunday @ 6

Coming Events

Wednesday, Feb. 18 Ash Wednesday, noon

Sunday, Feb. 22 Voters’ Meeting

Saturday, March 6 LWML Spring Rally

Sunday, March 22 75" Anniversary Service/Luncheon

Serving Us in Worship, Sunday February 15

Pastor Rev. Chris Agne

Assistant Annette Singletary

Musician Ben Harris

Reader Kathy Walker

Greeters Agnes Jones

Altar Guild Agnes Jones, Helen Jones, Dianne Yohe
Ushers Harry Sessums, Clay Goldston
Counters Pat Broady, Dianne McGill
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