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DE C E M B E R  11, 2022

ORDER OF WORSHIP

Prelude Es ist ein' Ros' entsprungen”
Mary Beth Bennett

(Stand)  Lighting of the Advent Wreath

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

Psalm 130
P: Out of the depths have I cried to you, O Lord; Lord, hear my

voice;
C:  Let your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy.

P: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C: But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared.

P: I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his Word I put my hope.
C: My soul waits for the Lord more than the watchmen wait for

the  morning, more than watchmen wait for the morning.
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Hymn “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”
ELW240   Text: Wayne L. Wold; Tune: Yiddish folk tune, arr.  Wayne L. Wold

(c) 1984 Augsburg Fortress Pub. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A722315

1. Light one candle to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.

He shall bring salvation to Israel, 
God fulfills the promise.

2. Light two candles to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.

He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,
Gently lead them homeward.

3. Light three candles to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.

Lift your heads and lift high the gateway
for the King of glory.

P: O Israel, put your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing
love and with him is full redemption.

C: He himself will redeem Israel for all their sins.

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Gathering Hymn   “All Earth Is Hopeful”
ELW 266 Tune: Bereden väg för Herran

1. All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last!
Furrows lie open for God's creative task:
this, the labor of people who struggle to see
how God's truth and justice set ev'rybody free.
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2. People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell:
"A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel";
she conceived him, "God with us," 
our brother, whose birth
restores hope and courage to children of this earth.

3. Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared;
new highways opened, new protocols declared.
Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace!
All clear ev'ry gateway, in haste, come out in haste!

4. We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib.
This same Lord Jesus today has come to live
in our world; he is present, in neighbors we see
our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free.

Salutation and Prayer of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray:
C: Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and

to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious
visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

(Sit) The First Lesson  Isaiah 35:1-10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall1

rejoice and blossom like the crocus; it shall blossom2

abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing.  The glory of
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and
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Sharon.  They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of
our God.  Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the3

feeble knees.  Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be4

strong; fear not!  Behold, your God will come with
vengeance, with the recompense of God.  He will come and
save you.”  Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and5

the ears of the deaf unstopped;  then shall the lame man leap6

like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.   For
waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert;
the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground7

springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  And a highway8

shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the
unclean shall not pass over it.  It shall belong to those who
walk on the way; even if they are fools, they shall not go
astray.  No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast9

come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed
shall walk there.   And the ransomed of the Lord shall return10

and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon
their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow
and sighing shall flee away.

R: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Second Lesson  James 5:7-11

Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord.7

See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth,
being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late
rains. You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the8

coming of the Lord is at hand. Do not grumble against one9

another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the
Judge is standing at the door. As an example of suffering10
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and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the
name of the Lord. Behold, we consider those blessed who11

remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of
Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord
is compassionate and merciful.

R: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Stand) The Gospel Verse   “The King of Glory”
WP136 Text: Willard F. Jabusch; Tune: Israeli folk song

All rights reserved. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A722315 

The King of Glory comes, the nation rejoices;
Open the gates before Him, lift up your voices.

Who is the King of Glory; how shall we call Him?
He is Emmanuel, the Promised of ages.

The King of Glory comes, the nation rejoices;
Open the gates before Him, lift up your voices.

The Gospel Lesson Matthew 11:2-15
R: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh 

chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he2

sent word by his disciples  and said to him, “Are you the one3

who is to come, or shall we look for another?”  And Jesus4

answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see:  the5

blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are
cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the
poor have good news preached to them.  And blessed is the6

one who is not offended by me.”  As they went away, Jesus7

began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you
go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the
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wind?  What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in8

soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in
kings’ houses.  What then did you go out to see? A prophet?9

Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.  This is he of whom10

it is written, “‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’  Truly, I say to you,11

among those born of women there has arisen no one greater
than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom
of heaven is greater than he.  From the days of John the12

Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered
violence, and the violent take it by For all the Prophetsforce. 13

and the Law prophesied until John, and if you are willing to 14

accept it, he is Elijah who is to come.  He who has ears to15

hear, let him hear.” 

R: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Sit) Sermon   

(Stand) Hymn of the Day
“There's a Voice in the Wilderness”

ELW 255 Text: James Lewis Milligan, 1876-1961, alt
Tune: Ascension

1. There's a voice in the wilderness crying,
a call from the ways untrod:
Prepare in the desert a highway,
a highway for our God!
The valleys shall be exalted, 
the lofty hills brought low;
make straight all the crooked places
where God, our God, may go!
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2. O Jerusalem, herald good tidings,
ascend to the heights and sing!
Proclaim to a desolate people
the coming of their king.
Like flow'rs of the field we perish,
like grass our works decay;
the pow'r and the pomp of nations
shall pass like a dream away.

3 But the word of our Savior is faithful,
the arm of our God is strong,
who stands in the midst of the nations
and soon will right the wrong.
Lord, feed your flock like a shepherd,
the lambs so gently hold;
in pastures of peace now lead them,
and bring them to your fold.

.

(Stand) Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit; 
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body;
 and the life everlasting.  Amen 
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(Kneel/sit)  Prayers
A:  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and

for all people according to their needs.
(after each portion of the prayers:)

A:  Lord in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

(the prayers conclude:)
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.

C: Amen.

(Stand) Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:  And also with you.

All may greet one another with a sign of peace.
“Peace be with you” ... “God bless you”... “God loves you”

(Sit)  The Gathering of Gifts
Any tithes or offerings may be placed into the offering plate by the

entrance to the Sanctuary at the beginning or the end of service. For
those who are worshiping with us via live-stream, please consider
mailing your offering to the Church office or giving online through
our website.

Offertory “No 3, Aria from Christmas Oratorio”
Camille Saint-Saëns

Annette Singletary, soloist
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(Stand) Presenting our Gifts “Prepare the Royal Highway”
ELW264    Text: Frans Mikael Franzen; Tune: Swedish folk tune

1. Prepare the royal highway; The King of kings is near!
Let ev’ry hill and valley A level road appear!
Then greet the King of glory, 
Foretold in sacred story:
Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfills God’s Word!

2. Then fling the gates wide open 
To greet your promised king!
Your king, yet ev’ry nation 
Its tribute too may bring.
All lands will bow before him; 
Their voices join your singing: 
Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfills God’s Word!

Offering Prayer
A: Let us pray. Merciful Father,
C: in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you embrace our lives

with your great love for humanity.  With joy and gladness we
ask that these gifts may be for many a sign of that love, and
that we may continue to share in your divine life, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right and salutary ... and join their unending hymn:

C: “Holy, Holy, Holy”*
Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you!
My heart is glad to say the words: you are holy, Lord.
Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you!
My heart is glad to say the words: you are holy, Lord.

         *“Holy, Holy, Holy” Text: anonymous. Tune: arr. Pablo Sosa.
            (c) 1990 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications. All rights reserved
             Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A722315.

Eucharistic Prayer
P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are

you for the birth of creation.  Blessed are you in the darkness and
in the light.  Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.  Blessed are
you for Mary’s openness to your will.  Blessed are you for your
Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the
remembrance of me.  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this
for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.
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P: With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling
among us, full of grace and truth.  We remember our new birth in
His death and resurrection.  We look with hope for his coming.

C: Come, Lord Jesus.

P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit.  Come among us.  Bless this
meal.  May your Word take flesh in us.  Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of peace on earth.

C: Come, Holy Spirit.

P: All praise and glory are yours:  Holy One of Israel, Word of God
Incarnate, Power of the Most High – one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

P: Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name,

  your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our
  sins, as we forgive those who sin against us;
Save us from the time of trial,
  and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
  now and forever.  Amen.

(Sit) Communion Distribution
Lutherans believe that in Holy Communion we are  offered the

 Body and Blood of Christ for the forgiveness of our sins.  Baptized
adults who share this belief with us are welcome to come forward to
receive Holy Communion.  Children who are members of other
congregations who have been baptized and take communion at their
church are welcome to commune with us.  Others, including children,
may come forward to receive a blessing.
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Those communing may receive the wafer in their hand and you
 may receive the wine by individual cup.  The ushers will direct you
to communion.

Music During Communion
“Lamb of God”   Agnus Dei liturgy (c) 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #8221.

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”
ELW 490 Text: Liturgy of St. James; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829-1885, alt

Tune: Picardy

1. Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
and with fear and trembling stand;
ponder nothing earthly-minded,
for with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descending
comes full homage to demand.
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2. King of kings, yet born of Mary,
as of old on earth he stood,
Lord of lords in human vesture,
in the body and the blood,
he will give to all the faithful
his own self for heav'nly food.

3. Rank on rank the host of heaven
spreads its vanguard on the way;
as the Light of light, descending
from the realms of endless day,
comes, the pow'rs of hell to vanquish,
as the darkness clears away.

4. At his feet the six-winged seraph,
cherubim with sleepless eye,
veil their faces to the presence,
as with ceaseless voice they cry:
"Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia, Lord Most High!"

“Lost In the Night”
ELW 243 Text: Nordic hymn; tr. Olav Lee, 1859-1943, alt.

Tune: Lost in the Night

1. Lost in the night do the people yet languish,
longing for morning the darkness to vanquish,
plaintively sighing with hearts full of anguish.
Will not day come soon? Will not day come soon?

2. Must we be vainly awaiting the morrow?
Shall those who have light no light let us borrow,
giving no heed to our burden of sorrow?
Will you help us soon? Will you help us soon?
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3. Sorrowing wand'rers, in darkness yet dwelling,
dawned has the day of a radiance excelling,
death's deepest shadows forever dispelling.
Christ is coming soon! Christ is coming soon!

4. Light o'er the land of the needy is beaming;
rivers of life through its deserts are streaming,
bringing all peoples a Savior redeeming.
Come and save us soon! Come and save us soon!

(Stand)  Post-Communion Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you

and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

Post Communion Song
 “My Soul Now Magnifies The Lord”
AGPS177     Text: Luke 1, adapted by Stephanie Frey. Tune: Puer nobis. 

Text (c) 1995 Augsburg Fortress; Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-722315.

1. My soul now magnifies the Lord;
My spirit leaps for joy in Him.
He keeps me in His kind regard,
And I am blest for time to come.

2. For He alone who shows such might
Has done amazing things to me.
His mercy flows; His name like light
Remains in time perpetually.
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Post Communion Prayer
A: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in
your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake
of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

Benediction 
P: Let us bless the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!
P: The Lord bless you ...
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn     “People, Look East”
ELW 248 Text: Eleanor E. Farjeon, 1881-1965

Tune:Besançon

1. People, look east. The time is near 
of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able,
trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Guest, is on the way.

2. Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare,
one more seed is planted there.
Give up your strength the seed to nourish,
that in course the flow'r may flourish.
People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Rose, is on the way.
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3. Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim,
one more light the bowl shall brim,
shining beyond the frosty weather,
bright as sun and moon together.
People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Star, is on the way.

4. Angels announce with shouts of mirth
him who brings new life to earth.
Set ev'ry peak and valley humming
with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Lord, is on the way.

Sending
A:  Go in peace to serve the Lord.
C:  Thanks be to God.

Postlude Haf trones lampa fãrdig
Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

Paul Manz
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SERVING US IN WORSHIP

Pastor Joe Schruhl

Musician Ben Harris
Assistant Andy House 
Acolyte Michael Pineda
Readers     Leola Motley
Altar Guild  Cheryl Townsend, Carolyn Plue,

Mary Tipton, Bose Osho
Ushers  Calvin Lee, Ronnie Townsend,

Cris Bonner
Counters Andy House, Adam Kampia

 Acknowledgments
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV  Bible®

(The Holy Bible, English Standard Version ), copyright © 2001 by®

Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright
© 2020 Concordia Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music used in worship at Ascension Lutheran Church, if not in “public
Domain” or otherwise noted, is covered by one or more of the following
copyright or streaming licenses: C.C.L.I #11211681 and #1903112;
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The Evangelism and Social Ministry Boards 
Second Annual Sock Drive

The Church Council invite the members of Ascension to

support us in assisting our local public school  Glenridge 

Elementary.

   During a meeting of the members of the Evangelism and

Social Ministry boards it was brought to our attention that

many of the children in our public schools lack socks. We

brought our desire to provide socks for children at our local

elementary school to the church council and were instructed

to  contact our local school for guidelines concerning the

donation.

The most immediate need is for hand sanitizer (large

 containers) and disposable masks. Children’s socks, hats,

scarfs, gloves and throws are welcomed donations.

We will label with donations in with labels that

say “From Your Friends at Ascension Lutheran

Church (www.alutheranchurch) ” in English

and Spanish.  

The collection of items ends Sunday December 11, 2022.
Donations can be placed in designated  boxes near the front

entrance to the church.  



  Ascension Lutheran Church
Prayer Request

Please put your prayer requests in the 
Prayer Diary at the rear of the Sanctuary so we can
add your need to our prayers.

Pastor Lloyd & Paulette Gaines and Family upon the recent passing of
their son Lloud, Jr. (Dougie)

Sister Sally Hiller, prayers for healing

Jenny DeMaio, prayers for healing
 
Mildred Smith and family upon the death of her brother Milton
Scandrett

Carolyn Plue, prayers for healing

The Geisler Family upon the recent passing of John Geisler

The Lambert Family upon recent passing of Georgianna Lambert 

Dawn Doakes and Family upon the recent passing of her father, Calvin
Hackley.   

Ernestine Bivins, Prayers for healing and improved health

Patricia Fulghum, prayers for healing.

Keith Greer, Prayers for healing

Mary West,  Prayers for healing.

Susie Nilsson, prayers for healing

Helen Riley, Prayers for continued healing.

Olivia Powell, Prayers for continued healing.

Dolores Prather, Prayers for healing 

Robin Sands, Prayers for healing. 

Joyce Bailey, Prayers for continued healing.

Helen Bell, Prayers for healing

Alice Gaither, Prayers for healing.

Kent & Walt Nilsson, Prayers for improved vision.  

Ascension Shut-Ins:
Laura Brooks; John DellaGatta; Lois Flemming; 

Samuel Malachi, Olivia Powell; 
Arthur & Mildred Smith, Helen Riley.



Pastoral Call Committee:

Our Pastor Call Committee has submitted our packet of
information to the Southeastern District President. Thanks
to all who offered their suggestions to the congregation
profile. We incorporated your ideas into the document we
sent. This sets in motion his steps to compile a first list of
possible candidates for our next church pastor.  We
understand this could take some time, but the process is
underway. We are already planning for that by writing
questions for the candidates. We will share news as we
have updates.

Prayer List
In order to keep the prayer list current the Board of

Elders will edit the list once a month.  If you have  the
name of a loved one that you would like to keep on the
prayer list permanently, please contact Marj Nilsson.

Poinsettia Sign-Up Sheet

Sign-up sheet is located on the bulletin board outside of
church office.  There are only a few plants remaining and
are on a first come first served basis.  Please sign up for
yours today.  



 Ascension Weekly
Ascension Lutheran Church   Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
7415 Buchanan Street    Email: AscenLuth@aol.com
Landover Hills, MD  20784   www.alutheranchurch.com
Phone: 301-577-0500    Fax: 301-577-9558

Information & Notices   December 11, 2022

Divine Worship

         Sunday at  9:00 am

Holy Communion is

celebrated in most services.

Holy Baptism
Arrangements for Baptism

can be made with the
Church Office.

Weddings
Weddings for active

Ascension members are
arranged with the Church

Office

Services

Adult Bible Study: Bible

study meets on Sundays

after worship, at 10:30 am

with Pastor Joe.  
 

Staff:
Joe Schruhl Vacancy Pastor
Gwen Neal   Office Mgr.
Ben Harris, Parish Musician

Office open Mon-Fri., 8-4:30

Closed Holidays.

Send your email address
to the Church Office at

ascenluth@aol.com.

Please Note



This Week at Ascension

Sunday, December 11 Advent III
  9:00 am Worship

Voter’s Meeting

10:30 am Choir Rehearsal

  6:00 pm Sunday @ 6

Sunday, December 18 Advent IV
  8:30 am Choir Warm-Up

  9:00 am Worship

10:30 am Bible Study

  6:00 pm Sunday @ 6

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Altar Flowers Are Presented By:

The Nilsson Family  in thanks and praise to God for the successful
completion of Walter’s Doctor of Philosophy Degree @

Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary

 
Please Note that flowers will only be provided
when they are sponsored by members.  Sign-up
sheets are located on the bulletin board in the

Church Office Wing.

Altar Flowers         $50.00
Sanctuary Lights    $  5.00



Ascension Lutheran Church: Becoming Caring

Servants who Extend Life in Christ to Diverse people

Coming Events
 
  

    

 

TODAY, Voter’s Meeting

TODAY, Social Ministry & Evangelism Board 

2  Annual Sock Project Deadline nd

December 25, Worship Service @ 10am



SERVING US IN WORSHIP, Next Sunday, Dec. 18

Pastor Joe Schruhl

Musician Ben Harris
Assistant Annette Singletary
Acolyte Sage Sims-Bonner
Readers     Stephany Sims
Altar Guild    Agnes Jones, Agnes Brown,

Helen Jones, Dianne Yohe
Ushers  Harry Sessums, Clay Goldston
Counters Pat Broady  

Birthdays & Anniversaries This Week

 

Robin Greene, Dawn Doakes, 
Emily O’Connell, Jessie Manuel 

Marcus & Dawn Doakes
Morris & Roblyn Hymes
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